Candidate Introduction
Please provide your name as it should appear in our coverage, your current title, the district you're running for, hometown, educational background, occupation, and a brief description of your public service experience.
Cassandra Aucoin, House of Delegates Candidate – District 7. 
Bachelor of Science, Business Management, Virginia Tech
I am a retired federal manager with nearly 40 years of service in the Departments of the Army, Navy, NGA, and NRO. I managed multi-billion-dollar budgets, oversaw human resources programs, and led major analyses and teams that drove efficiency, savings, organizational and process reforms.
2. Legislative Priorities
In a short paragraph, please tell us about your top legislative priorities.  
My priorities are Affordability and Economy, Public Safety and Health, Stronger Education, and Better Commutes. I’ll work to cut the car tax, end the tax on tips, support federal employees and small businesses, and protect Virginia’s Right-to-Work law. I’ll back law enforcement, fight fentanyl and human trafficking, stop repeat offenders, and strengthen mental health and Lyme disease support. I’ll work to improve education by supporting parents, funding schools and promoting accountability, and expanding learning options. And I’ll focus on better commutes by improving roads and lowering tolls.

Based on your conversations with residents, what is the single most important challenge in your district? 

The biggest concern for residents is affordability, high taxes, tolls, energy costs, and housing prices that make it hard for families to stay in Fairfax. Combined with federal workforce downsizing and job uncertainty, these pressures threaten our local economy. We need to lower costs and strengthen stability.

What legislation would you propose to solve it, what is its purpose, and how would you fund it? 
I’ll introduce a Virginia Tax Relief and Economic Opportunity Act to make life more affordable and strengthen our economy. The plan would cut the car tax, end the tax on tips, reform tolls, reform costly energy mandates, and promote affordable housing, job growth, and workforce training. These reforms will be funded by reprioritizing spending and improving efficiency. I will protect Virginia’s Right-to-Work law to attract investment and preserve worker freedom.
Please also mention if you are collaborating with other legislators on this bill. 
Not at this time. 

3. Key Fairfax County Issues
Please provide your position on the following key Fairfax County issues in a single, short paragraph.
Data Centers: How would you balance the economic benefits of data center development with concerns about energy consumption and community impact?  
Data centers have become an important part of Northern Virginia’s economy, creating jobs and generating tax revenue. While planning and zoning occur locally, the state should encourage and work with local governments to guide development toward areas that minimize impacts on nearby neighborhoods and infrastructure investments. I support transparency in understanding plans for energy use, water management, and noise impacts before decisions are made at the local level. I do not support our residents subsidizing higher energy costs from expansion, those should be paid by developers and operators. 

FCPS Education Funding: What specific actions would you take to address state K-12 .education funding formulas that disadvantage Fairfax County? 
I agree that we must get Virginia’s education funding formula right, so it reflects Fairfax County’s needs. Fairfax already bridges much of the state’s funding gap, with over half of its budget supporting FCPS. Despite a $4 billion budget, per-student costs have risen while test scores have not recovered since COVID. We need to examine how funds are used, particularly the balance between overhead and classroom instruction. Administrative costs remain high with many sub-organizations. I support an independent third-party review of FCPS programs and administration to identify what works and where efficiencies can be found. I also support a predictable teacher pay plan. Tax dollars should focus on children’s learning, not institutional overhead.


Casino: Do you believe a casino is a viable path to economic development for the county, and what are your thoughts on its potential social costs versus financial benefits? 

No. The social and economic costs are too great. Communities near casinos often experience higher rates of gambling addiction, debt, and family instability, along with increased crime and strain on public safety and social services. Local restaurants and small businesses cannot compete with casino-subsidized offerings like a $10 steak, leading to fewer neighborhood jobs and more economic displacement. I support sustainable, community-driven growth that creates opportunities without sacrificing our quality of life.
4. Additional Information
Is there anything else you would like to share with voters?  
As the District 7 delegate, I will always focus on what matters most to our community and work to bring balance, accountability, and practical solutions to make our community more affordable, safer, and stronger. Please visit Vote4Cassandra.com.
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